
THE WAR WITH GERMANY 
CHAPTER I 

F O U R M I L L I O N M E N 

THE MEN WHO SERVED 

ABOUT 4,000,000 men served in the Army of the United 
.States during the war (Apr. 6, 1917 to Nov. 11, 1918). 

The total number of men serving in the armed forces of the 
country, including the Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, 
and the other services, amounted to 4,800,000. It was almost 
true that among each 100 American citizens 5 took up arms 
in defense of the country. 

During the Civil War 2,400,000 men served in the northern 
armies or in the Navy. In that struggle 10 in each 100 in
habitants of the Northern States served as soldiers or sailors. 
The American effort in the war with Germany may be com
pared with that of the Northern States in the Civil War by 
noting that in the present war we raised twice as many men 
in actual numbers, but that in proportion to the population 
we raised only half as many. 

It would be interesting and instructive to make comparisons 
between the numbers in the American armies during the 
war and those of France, Great Britain, Italy, and Ger
many, but unfortunately this is most difficult to do fairly and 
truly. The reason for the difficulty lies in the diverse military 
policies of the nations. 

It was the policy of France, for example, to mobilize and 
put into uniform most of the able-bodied men in the popula
tion who were not beyond middle age. Some of these were 
sent into the combatant forces and services of supply of the 
active armies. Thousands of others were put at work in muni
tions factories. Others worked on railroads or cultivated 
their farms. In general, it was the policy of the Government 
to put its available man power into uniform and then assign 
these soldiers to the work that had to be done, whether it was 
directly military in nature or not. 
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